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Synopsis

A gruntd ™s-eye report from the battlefield in the spirit of The Red Badge of Courage and All Quiet
on the Western Fronta "the only known account by a common soldier of the campaigns of
Napoleona ™s Grand Army between 1806 and 1813.A When eighteen-year-old German
stonemason Jakob Walter was conscripted into the Grand Army of Napoleon, he had no idea of the
trials that lay ahead.A The long, grueling marches in Prussia and Poland sacrificed countless men
to Bonapartea ™s grand designs.A And the disastrous Russian campaign tested human endurance
on an epic scale.A Demoralized by defeat in a war few supported or understood, deprived of
ammunition and leadership, driven past reason by starvation and bitter cold, men often turned on
one another, killing fellow soldiers for bread or an able horse. AAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
Though there are numerous surviving accounts of the Napoleonic Wars written by officers,

Waltera ™s is the only known memoir by a draftee, and as such is a unique and fascinating

AP

documenté "a compelling chronicle of a young soldierd ™s loss of innocence as well as an eloquent

and moving portrait of the profound effects of war on the men who fight it.A
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAA Professor Marc Raeff has added an Introduction to the memoirs as
well as six letters home from the Russian front, previously unpublished in English, from German
conscripts who served concurrently with Walter.A The volume is illustrated with engravings and
maps, contemporary with the manuscript, from the Russian/Soviet and East European collections of
the New York Public Library AAAAAAAAAAAAAAA Honest, heartfelt, deeply personal yet
objective, The Diary of a Napoleonic Foot Soldier is more than an informative and absorbing

historical documenta "it is a timeless and unforgettable account of the horrors of war.
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Customer Reviews

To be honest, I'm away in England at the moment and sent it back home for when | return. . .

however, my dad said the book looked very interesting. So based on that, it's as good as can be.

| am so glad | was not there and did not share his experiences. | read it twice. The parts where he
describes how they "foraged" AKA stole from the population is interesting and what a bad time it

was to be a small farmer.He describes the retreat from Russia too . . . . | probably would have died.
Excellent account of the invasion of Moscow - one of the most readable and interesting ones I've
found. Perhaps that's because it was written by a common soldier not long after the war. Informative
introduction, too.

| found this book really interesting and would recommend it to others with an interest in the
Napoleonic period. | thought the author’s analysis of the soldiers writing’s was very helpful and |
appreciate his point of view.

class

Good read and very interesting.

Although it is from one mans perspective it also is probably a good representation of what many of

these men experienced. Truly a tragic event for the common foot soldier.

Product delivered as described.
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